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In 1875, as an exile, Betances in a company of other Cuban exiles published an anticolonial newspaper called “The Two Antilles.” The newspaper was meant to articulate the rights of the enslaved people including the need for them to be given their own rights (Gomez, 13). The newspaper also articulated the grievances of the activists like himself and the rest who had been exiled because of their articulation of the rights of the slaves and especially the black people whom they sought to protect against the white supremacy. This newspaper challenged the Puerto Ricans to rethink their treatment towards the slaves. They understood that no one should be enslaved as all people that are human have a right to freedom and just treatment.
Betances together with his fellow exiles joined hands with the New York-based Junta Central commonly known as the Republican Council of Cuba and Puerto Rico in 1865 to steer efforts focusing on the abolition of slavery. Together they fought for the freedom and independence of Cuba and Puerto Rico (Gomez 23). These campaigns and advocacy challenged the slave masters to stop enslaving Africans. The colonial masters were also challenged to give independence to the countries they were colonizing. The campaigns also encouraged the residents and the authorities of the colonized countries Puerto Rico and Cuba to advocate for their freedom. The campaigns equipped people with the knowledge of their rights and freedoms and the benefits that come with independence.
       Betances also participated in the organization of the 1868 insurrections in Cuba and in Puerto Rico. These insurrections were conducted in the bid to free the two islands, Cuba and Puerto Rico from the Spanish power.  According to Gomez (40), Betances also advocated for the constitution of the Confederation of the independent Antillean nations. The constitution defended the rights of the people of Puerto Rico and outlined some basic procedures of going about several legal matters in the Island. The abolitionist campaigns Betances conducted are responsible for the commitment of antislavery policies by Puerto Rico. The constitution also guaranteed the non-Europeans their human rights as well as their political and economic freedom.
     Betances represented an ethno-racial composition of both the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico. He refused to accept that whiteness meant supremacy. To Betances, both the whites and the blacks are all human and were created as equals deserving an equal and a similar testament despite their differences in their skin color. His refusal to consider whiteness as supremacy is responsible for the failure to consider Puerto Rico a white’s territory and this influenced the country to fight for its self-independence from Spain.
     King (13) argues that Betances also participated in the articulation of creolization system which kept questioning the colonial systems especially with regards to how the colonial masters would do their categorization. Betances challenged the categorization of absoluteness, order, singular narratives and fixed identities. To him, these categories treated part of the populations as superior depending on the category, they best suited while those who did not fit into either of the categories are discriminated and enslaved. This challenge contributed to the equal and fair treatment of all people on the island of Puerto Rico.
       Betances bold and public acknowledgement of his racial combination (white-black), enabled him to refuse to mimic the behavior of the whites especially the assumption that whiteness is purity. This acknowledgement gave the blacks in the country dignity and self-esteem as well as an understanding that it is not the looks that determine who a person is rather the character. Blacks learnt that the white’s slavery is wicked, and they must shun it. Betances invoked the Spanish-American political thoughts to justify the need for blacks to be freed (Lazo 15).  The heterogeneity of his race encouraged Puerto Rico to respect the rights of both the whites and the blacks in the country. 
Betances argued that Puerto Ricans should not thank the Spaniards for their country’s freedom rather, they should appreciate their own efforts as it is the efforts that have granted them self-independence as they demanded this freedom for a very long time. This encouragement pushed Puerto Ricans to press harder for their absolute independence with an understanding that it is not a favor they are asking for rather they were demanding freedom that is legally and rightfully theirs. Betances also encouraged the Puerto Ricans that the abolition of slavery was also being advocated for by other countries with good will (Gómez 11). With the understanding that Puerto Ricans were not alone in the fight for antislavery, they pressed harder the Spaniards until slavery was reduced and ultimately eliminated. This Betances did in his 1872 proclamation.
      According to Betances, the Spanish colonial government would continue its exploitation of the people of African descent even after their emancipation.  Africans would therefore never be free even if they are regarded as free under the Spanish colonial leadership. He used the example of the way Chinese workers are treated in Cuba with several labor regulations (Lazo 19). To Betances, if Chinese were not considered as slaves yet they were given a slavery treatment, then for Puerto Ricans the Spanish exploitation would be worse. This analysis reawakened the Puerto Ricans to detach themselves fully from the Spanish authorities. They demanded a system led by the Puerto Ricans themselves as an independent country.
     Betances challenged the Spanish colonial system by ascribing to them a white supremacist project whose major purpose is to eliminate the non-white population. He accused the Spanish anti-racial policies of just being written policies that are not implemented. This accusation forced other countries like to pressure Spain to allow Puerto Rica to be a self-governed country so that the country can defend the blacks who are part of its population from the slavery by the whites. This pressure, in the end, forced Spain to release from their colonial claws the Puerto Ricans who became independent and self-governed.
   Betances in his letters uses the term Toussaint which is a representative of the Haitians and other groups of the black people. Betances protected and defended the sovereignty of these groups against their colonial masters the Spaniards, the French and the British invasions. This is a demonstration that just as the Europeans are skilled and intellectually talented to lead military and political movements, so are the Haitians and other blacks. They also have the skills and capabilities to be leaders of political unions with their own legal and military systems exclusively without a guardian angel in the form of a white colony (Torres 12).  This challenged the Haitians as they realized they are equal with the Europeans and whites in general. Haitians, therefore, fought against the Spanish armies and other European forces and forcefully and victoriously gained their self-government. All the blacks were then charged up and they similarly demanded their independence and freedom amidst the whites, and this contributed to the affirmation of Puerto Rica’s independence (Stephen 18)
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